Real-space evidence of the formation of the GCGC tetrad and its competition with the G-quartet on the Au(111) surface.
From the interplay of high-resolution scanning tunneling microscopy (STM) imaging and density functional theory (DFT) calculations, we show the first real-space evidence of the formation of GCGC tetrad on an Au(111) surface, and further investigate its competition with the well-known G-quartet with the aid of NaCl under ultrahigh vacuum (UHV) conditions.